Thatcher’s Britain

Seminar 1



1) Introductions and course outlines

Why are you doing this course?  What do you aim to get out of it? What parts are you most looking forward to?

What does Mass Observation Project tell us about the 1980s?

2) 

a) Conceptualisation and periodisation - what different versions of the 80s can you think of?  When does it start? what does it ‘mean’?  Significant points of change or continuity?  Why does the 1980s have such a nostalgic pull?  What would you include in a course on the 1980s?  How is the 80s imagined and remembered?
b) What is Thatcherism.  Using reading.  How does this relate to definitions of the 80s?

3) 

Thinking about assignment

For next seminar

Firstly make sure you have some sense of what happened in the Falklands,  Look through the different memoirs from the Falklands, think about them as sources.  How do they differ, work together, challenge dominant historical versions?

Think about what your assignment is going to be on.   

“I only care about the eighties - I don’t care about the meaning of life”
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