Thatcher’s Britain

Seminar 3


1) Unemployment.   The union campaigns said ‘never the thirties again’.  How did unemployment differ in the 1980s from the 1930s?

2) What caused the strike?

3) Construct a group timeline, what were the key events?

 Why didn’t Scargill take a secret ballot and why does it matter?

4) Orgreave and news representation


5) What impact did the strike have - in groups. list of legacies, focus on one in more detail.

For next seminar - group presentations on Greenham Common, or Rave culture, Clause 28, football or poll tax.  Think about different types of evidence, different models for understanding politics,  different interpretations.  Think about the structure of your presentation and how this relates to the argument.  Stick to Time
29 May 1984 at least 5,000 miners gathered outside Orgreave coking plant near Sheffield. to try and stop British Steel's coke convoys.  Hoping to repeat success at Scargill is Saltley gasworks in Birmingham 12 years earlier.   41 police officers and 28 strikers were injured, including Scargill.  81 people were arrested.  Police came from ten counties.








