Lecture 4 – Northern Ireland


2) Northern Ireland

a) Resistance in the form of the terrorist campaigns, Hunger Strikes, War in Britain (Brighton bomb), 

b) Hunger strikes 

	1969

August
	British army enter Northern Ireland

	1970

April
	Army uses teargas and boats against rioters in Belfast

	July
	British Army impose curfew on Falls road, 5 locals dead, 60 injured.

	1971

February
	First British solder shoot and killed by Provisional IRA

	April
	Provisional IRA begin bombing campaign, 37 explosions in one month.

	August
	Internment - 340 Catholics and 2 Protestants detained.

No-go areas established,

Rioting leaves 22 killed.

Nationalist rent and rate strike begins.

	September
	All marches declared illegal, 15,000 attend protest against internment in Belfast.

	December
	UVF bomb at McGuire’s bar Belfast, 15 Catholics killed.

	1972

January
	Bloody Sunday. 

13 demonstrators killed.

	October
	7 republican prisoners go on hunger strike - 5 demands over prison conditions which amounts to political prisoner status.  Called off after 53 days.



	1981
	Assassination attempt on Bernadette Devlin and Michael McAliskey, both seriously wounded

	
	Sinn Fein engage in electoral processes

	March
	Bobby Sands leads new hunger strike for political status.

	
	Labour’s support government policy on Bobby Sands and hunger strikers

	April
	Bobby Sands is elected MP whilst still on hunger strike.  



	May
	Bobby Sands dies - 100 000 attend his funeral. 7 shot dead with rubber bullets by police during demonstrations.

	October
	Hunger strike ends, 10 dead.


c)


general elections


1979 - Sinn Fein stood no candidates


1983 - took 13% of parliamentary elections.  Secured one MP





local election


1979 - stood no candidates


1985 - 12% of vote and 59 councillors








